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convert the licence into the legal property of the licensee, and by so doing to disarm Parliament in any future efforts in .Temperance reform. Instead they proposed a time-limit of fourteen years during which compensation should be paid on a descending scale, and at the end of which, magistrates should have unhampered discretion to treat the licence as a yearly and no more than a yearly permit to sell liquor.
The Government had their way and carried their Bill by guillotine closure, but by this time they had challenged the two most militant sections of the Liberal party, the Nonconformists and the Temperance advocates, and in the meantime another controversy was growing up which not only united the Liberal party but divided their own party.
The Challenge to Free Trade
The beginning of this was the proposal by Sir Michael Hicks Beach, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, of a shilling duty on corn. He called it a " registration duty," expressly disclaimed any Protectionist intention and said it was so small that it could not raise the price of bread. This, however, was not the view of the bakers, who at once added a halfpenny to the price of the loaf. More embarrassing still, Sir Wilfred Laurier, the Canadian Prime Minister, made a speech in the Canadian Dominion Parliament in which he stated:
He was going to England to discuss commercial relations on the invitation of the Imperial Government, and he could not conceive that Mr. Chamberlain would invite the Colonial representatives to discuss that subject unless the British Government had something to propose. There was now a duty on wheat and flour which placed Canada in a position to make offers which she could not make in 1897. A step had been taken which would make it possible to ohtain preference for Canadian goods. (May 12,1902.)
Here was the germ of a controversy which was to occupy the country for the next thirty years. The entire policy by which, at the end of that period, Great Britain was to impose duties on foreign imports and remit them or part of them for the benefit of die Dominions was foreshadowed in this speech.
Thus in six weeks the bakers had stamped the shilling tax as Protectionist aiftl Sir Wilfred had hailed it as the foundation
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